The Inspire Centre
747 Stockport Road
Manchester
M19 3AR
0161 850 5717
www.lev-inspire.org.uk
info@lev-inspire.org.uk
twitter @levinspire
facebook.com/LevInspire
Office Opening Times: 9.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday
Booking Availability: 8am to 10pm, Monday to Saturday
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OUR VISION & VALUES

THE INSPIRE PARTNERSHIP SEEKS TO RAISE
THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE INDIVIDUAL
AND UNLOCK THE POTENTIAL OF THE
COMMUNITY, FROM THE VERY YOUNGEST
TO THE VERY OLDEST, THROUGH PROVIDING
HOLISTIC SERVICES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO
CREATE A BETTER FUTURE FOR THE PEOPLE
OF LEVENSHULME AND SOUTH MANCHESTER

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

“

Over the past 12 months, Inspire has developed from being an award winning building project to a
thriving community hub. Community activities at the Inspire Centre have flourished and we now host
over 100 activities, classes and events every month.
People can come to the Inspire Centre to go on training for work, to learn english, to be part of a youth
group, to get fit, to network, or just to have a coffee with their friends.
As well as our daily activities, we host many special events which celebrate the life of the community
and the skills of the people in it. We have held art exhibitions, music nights, health fairs, monthly craft fairs
and children’s birthday parties to name but a few this year. For our own first birthday we organised the
Inspire Awards to recognise the unsung heroes of the area, attracting over 40 nominations and 80 people
to a gala dinner.

”

There is still a strong sense in which Inspire is a young organisation, finding its feet during very challenging
times, but with a huge amount of good will from all involved and with big hopes and ideas for the future.

Ed Cox

Chair, Levenshulme Inspire Community Enterprises CIC

ABOUT US
Levenshulme Inpsire is a communityled organisation which brings together
people from many backgrounds to
transform our area through community
activity, creativity, enterprise and fun.
Our work radiates from the Inspire Centre,
a new community and business hub
at the heart of Levenshulme which is
open to everyone to hold meetings and
activities. It is a place where people
can meet, learn, work and have fun, a
place where people can be inspired and
supported to turn their dreams into reality.

The Inspire Centre opened
in October 2010 following a
£3m redevelopment of the
dilapidated church building.
In May 2011, the
Inspire Centre won the
prestigious RICS North West
Regeneration Award. The
judges said they had been
particularly impressed by
the high levels of community
involvement at all stages of
the redevelopment project.

2011

BIG NUMBERS

602

- from November 2011 to April 2012.
We introduced a new monitoring system in November
2011 from which these statistics are generated.
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OUR ACTIVITIES

TEA DANCE

Inspire works with people from around the
community to develop their ideas into activities
we can deliver from the Centre. We develop
activity programmes with young people, older
people or people looking for work. Whether it’s
health and well-being, enterprise, art or music,
we address the wide range of interests and
needs we find in our area.
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Our team of volunteers contributed over 750
hours of their time - that’s about 15 hours of
volunteering time per week!
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Community Cohesion

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
A young persons consultation event was held at Inspire in
autumn 2011. Young people came along and told us that
they had nowhere to go in Levenshulme. A consortium
of Inspire, Great Places Housing Group and Levenshulme
Community Association applied for funding to get a new
youth group off the ground.
A year later, the Levenshulme Youth Project meets at Inspire
every Tuesday evening and 20-25 young people from across
all parts of the community come along each week.
Inspire Church runs a youth group on Sunday evenings and
we also hold special events for school holidays like pizzamaking sessions, table tennis tournaments and treasure hunts.

WELLBEING
ACTIVITIES
Getting fit, being mindful, losing weight, improving diet - you
can do it all at Inspire. Local practitioners and health providers
are equally involved in bringing better health and wellbeing
outcomes to the neighbourhood.
One-off events have included an Alternative Therapy Fair,
Cancer Awareness Days, and Community Health Surveys, but
week in week out we offer yoga, obesity clinics, counselling
sessions, walks, and a wide mix of wellbeing activities.

INSPIRE AWARDS
The Inspire Awards were launched in 2011 to highlight the remarkable people that
live and work in Levenshulme and South Gorton. The annual community awards
recognise people who go the extra mile to improve the area or help others. The
winners of each of the six award categories - each sponsored by a local business are announced at a Gala Awards Dinner with over 70 people.
“I thought the awards evening was fantastic on Saturday. The atmosphere was
great, the food was lovely and the awards ceremony was such a great success –
really inspiring and positive. And a great idea to include live music as well. I do hope
that it can happen again next year – I’ll be spreading the word about how good it
was.” Clare Gannaway, local resident.
Overall Winner 2011: Ramona Constantin, who moved to Manchester from Romania
in 2009 and within 18 months had progressed from selling The Big Issue in the North to
working as a classroom assistant.
Overall Winner 2012: Jackie Fairfax, a much-loved local lollipop lady for 28 years,
who has battled back to health after being diagnosed with lung cancer last year.

BUBBLE CAFE
Serving great food and drink in a friendly setting, Bubble Cafe is a focal point for the whole community.
There are many daily and weekly regulars who come in for company and for the homemade soups,
pies, paninis and sandwiches. Groups often choose the Cafe too because it is spacious, easily
accessible and comfortable; in particular the cafe is a favourite for groups of adults with disabilities and
their carers, classes of young people with learning difficulties, and mums with prams.
The cafe offers employment and volunteering opportunities for people with mental health issues.
Products are sourced from local companies who offer employment opportunities for vulnerable
individuals. ‘20 volunteers have been involved in 2011/12.
The cafe’s large open plan layout enables it to be used for community meetings and events after hours.
In as diverse and multicultural a place as Levenshulme having a neutral central space to come
together to debate community issues is critical. It enables us to influence local services and to have our
voice heard. For instance, when the local swimming baths were threatened with closure, campaigners
gathered over 150 residents in the cafe at Inspire to plan a response. The result was that residents saved
this well-loved community facility.
The cafe space has also played host to a dozen music nights over the year, converting into a cosy club
environment and showcasing the best local musicians and comedians. The space is perfect for private
parties, and Bubble Cafe have provided delicious buffets for weddings, christenings and birthdays.

Bubble Enterprises work in
partnership with Inspire to deliver
the cafe and business space.

BUBBLE BUSINESS
CENTRE
Bubble Business Centre is a hub for a community of
enterprising individuals and organisations that take
advantage of best practice, business opportunities and
the Bubble network.
The Centre offers flexible office and hot desk solutions
for new and small enterprises in a convenient and
supportive environment. In its first year the scheme
hosted 32 fledgling local businesses and up-andcoming entrepreneurs.
The Bubble Entrepreneurs Network (BEN) brings
together 20-25 entrepreneurs monthly to learn from
expert input across a variety of fields, and to do
business with each other.

CASE STUDY
Shamime Butt has been operating
her Herbalife Business since 2006
but by the beginning of 2011 she
wanted to operate outside of the
home to grow her business further.
She took some affordable office space in the
Bubble Business Centre to run her business from
and to meet clients. The Centre enabled her to
expand her network of contacts and to hold
seminars for 15-20 clients at a time. Shamime
now chairs ‘Women in Focus’, a group set up by
women for women on health, physical, mental,
emotional and spiritual wellbeing.

INSPIRE WORK CLUB
Getting a job in this climate is tough but Inspire
have developed a work club which takes
place every Monday. The revolving six-week
programme advises job seekers on how to
interview competently, where to find jobs and
how to write a CV. It also gives people the
opportunity to meet employers in the area.
Over it’s initial 6 months, the Inspire Work Club
attracted 159 jobseekers, of whom 6 moved
into full-time employment and 59 moved into
support or training.

ENTERPRISE
Twenty would-be entrepreneurs have been
lucky enough to do a free course at Inspire
to develop their business skills. The Bubble
Enterprises Engagement programme is a fun
filled programme which looks at the creative skills
needed to start up a new venture.
Bubble Enterprises also imparted their knowledge
on start up finances, regulations, the market
place, customers and more. A previous graduate
of the course said “I am glad I mentioned my
idea to Bubble Enterprises as 12 months later I
have my own organic gardening business. I can’t
recommend it highly enough”

INSPIRE CHURCH
Inspire operates as a fully inclusive community centre with users, staff and
Board members coming from all faith backgrounds and none. But the
original inspiration for its recent transformation came from a small church
congregation which still plays an active role in running toddler groups,
market fairs and coffee mornings as well as Sunday services of worship.

HOW WE INVOLVE
The Inspire Forum holds quarterly meetings so that everyone can have a say in
shaping the Inspire Centre. The Inspire Forum is a cooperative that is fully owned
and democratically run by its 200+ shareholders on a one member one vote basis.
Inspire Forum works with its members to develop ideas into programmes of
activities which can be delivered from the Inspire Centre. It helps to shape and
develop Centre activities and acts as a group for discussion and debate to find
practical solutions to some of our shared local concerns. It invites representatives
from the Council, police and other public services to hear members’ views and
ideas on local issues.

HOW WE SUPPORT
The Inspire Multiplier Fund makes small investments of £10-£200 to individuals and small groups who want to
put on community activities in Levenshulme, especially at the Inspire Centre.
Not only does this mean the activity gets to take place when previously it might not, but some of this money
is ‘reinvested’ in the Centre through expenditure on room hire, catering or equipment. More than this
though, investments are prioritised for those activities where it might be possible to make a small charge or
generate a surplus which can be put back into the Inspire Multiplier pot.

HOW WE SPEND

WHAT
WE EARN

Staff
Building costs

Event-related costs

Office costs
Professional costs

24%

44%

Earned
Income

58%

Grant
Income

23%

Transfer from
Reserves

19%

15%
9%

8%

FINANCES IN BRIEF

All figures in £s

2011/2012

2010/2011

49,921
20,022

27,637
30,000

69,943

57,637

Expenditure
Staff Costs
Building Costs
Event-related Costs
Office Costs
Professional Costs

37,986
20,463
13,110
8,383
6,657

40,392
5,310
1,850
7,656
12,225

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

86,599

67,433

Profit/Loss
Transfer from reserves

-16,656
16,656

-9796
9796

Income
Earned Income
Grant Income
TOTAL INCOME

A full statement of account is available on request.

OUR THANKS

"I’ve lived in Levenshulme for 40 years
and this is the first time I’ve been
inspired by anything in Levenshulme."
a visitor to the Inspire Centre

